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JOY THROUGH ADVERSITY
I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord,* for ever;
   with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established for ever;
   your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Psalm 89: 1-2
OUR LENT TOGETHER
Welcome to our Lent programme for 2012.  This year's theme is 'Joy through Adversity'.  In other words we will be studying and reflecting on the ways in which God can use the painful and difficult experiences of life to awaken in us a deeper sense of joy and trust in this love.
Last year we hosted a number of gatherings in which people could get to know each other.  This year we are returning to the 'House Group model' of meeting.  Across the Parish it is hoped that there will be a number of groups for you to sign up to at a time and place that is convenient for you.  Please refer to the flip-chart in the Church porch.  The House Group leaders will take the group through the 'Joy through Adversity' study guide.  The Groups will begin on the week commencing Sunday 26th February and end the week before Palm Sunday (1st April).  Whether you have experience of House Groups or not, please join in as this is an excellent way of getting to know fellow Church-goers and deepening our faith.

Listed in this leaflet are some other interesting things to aid you in your Lenten journey.

ASH WEDNESDAY - 22nd FEBRUARY
8.00 p.m.  Sung Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes.

Please let the Rector have last year's Palm Crosses by leaving them

on the table in the Church  porch.  Thank you.
The service will be repeated on Thursday 23rd February at 10.00 a.m.

LENT SERIES OF SERMONS

We warmly welcome a number of guest preachers who will be helping us to think about faith in different situations.  This year's Lent series of sermons on Sundays at 6.30 p.m.:
Sunday 26th Feb:
The Revd. Paul Prentice - 'Faith in the work place'
Sunday 4th March:
The Revd. Brian McHenry - ' Delivering the mission of




God in the inner city'

Sunday 11th March:
The Revd. Canon Penny Avann, Associate Vicar at





All Souls, Pratts Bottom - ' Joy through Adversity -  




a Pastoral Perspective'

Sunday 18th March:
Chris Hallett, Reader - 'My journey from pain to faith'
Sunday 25th March:
The Revd. Diana Coutts, Chaplain:  Queen Mary,




Sidcup NHS Trust

RETREAT - SATURDAY 25th FEBRUARY

10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at Burrswood Retreat Centre

Theme:  Making sense of experiences in the light of God's love
Please sign the list on the Church noticeboard indicating that you would like to come, your meal requirements and if you can provide transport or require transport.  Meet at St. Giles Centre at 9.00 a.m.
CHILDREN'S EASTER PARTY/WORKSHOP
SATURDAY 31st MARCH, 2.00-4.00 p.m. in the ST. GILES CENTRE
The party will involve crafts, music and games centred around the Easter story.  There will be no charge but donations are welcome.  Places can be booked by calling me on 01689 852194.

        

         Jacqui Brown

CHARITABLE GIVING
WATER AID - CHARITY OF THE MONTH FOR MARCH
Giving is a very important part of our Lenten devotion.  March's Charity of the Month is Water Aid.  Their mission statement is to "transform lives by improving access to clean water, hygiene and sanitation in the world's poorest communities." Join us in this year's Water Works campaign. More details to follow, but in the meantime, start collecting your loose change for those 'jars of change'. Further information about WaterAid can be found at www.wateraid.org
LENT BOOK
WAR OF THE WORLDS - HOW TO AVOID LIVING A DOUBLE LIFE

by Adrian Plass (2011) Authentic Media Limited.  ISBN 978-1-85078-956-7
If you have never read a book by Adrian Plass before – then perhaps now is the time to start; and if you have read any of his numerous titles then you will be looking forward to getting into our Lent book for 2012. Adrian Plass is one of today’s most successful Christian authors and has written more than twenty books in the last eighteen years, most of them are still bestsellers.

War of the Worlds goes to the very heart of Christian life and Adrian uses a great deal of humour to help us absorb his more profound points. Adrian considers the inner tension between our spiritual being and our human nature and looks at how this often leads us to live compartmentalised lives. We might allow God only into certain bits of our being and then suffer embarrassment when our compromised private lives and ‘shiny’ public lives collide. 

War of the Worlds is about spiritual warfare, maturity, prayer and the fear of true commitment. It’s a book that battles to reunite the secret world of what we are, with the public world of what we appear to be, in an outrageous and funny journey into what it really means to be involved in genuine Christian engagement. Adrian Plass brings the Bible alive, in perhaps only the way he can, with rather unexpected soap opera characters appearing in interviews such as Frank Spencer being interviewed as Zechariah and Phil Mitchell of Eastender’s being interviewed as Philip; he introduces us to a God who is much more approachable and has a sense of humour.

 Adrian Plass in War of the Worlds tackles serious subject matter with a series of anecdotes and poems; some movingly real, others hilariously fictitious, but all providing thought-provoking material to bring us to examine our Christian life and commitment during the reflective and penitential period of Lent.

There are 12 chapters, each taking around five minutes to read, dealing with such diverse subjects as death, prayer, and entry into the outrageous, frightening, funny, no-man’s land of true Christian commitment. The book is easy to read, and whilst it considers deep theological subjects it does so in accessible language and in a way that the subjects suddenly become less frightening to think about.

The recommended retail price for this book is £8.99 which will be the price if you buy it from a High Street Bookstore such as Waterstones.
The book is available from Amazon for £5.92 + p&p.
If enough people would like to purchase this book, a list will be put at the back of church and we may get discount on a bulk order.

PRAYER AND MEDITATION GROUP
Following on from the success of last year’s Lent group, during Holy Week I would like to welcome you to my home for an evening, or afternoon, of meditation, reflection and prayer based on Bible readings on the theme of The Last Supper, entitled ‘Servant of all’.  Each session will end with refreshments.  Please bring a Bible.  The evening session will be on Monday 2nd April, 8.00-9.30 p.m.  This session will be repeated on the afternoon of Wednesday 4th April, 2.00-3.30 p.m.  Both sessions will take place at 15 Oakleigh Gardens.  If you would like to take part in what I hope will be an interesting and spiritually rewarding experience, please contact me on 01689 856386, or email ailsa.chapman@btinternet.com (giving your name and ‘phone number) by Monday 26th March at the latest.                 Ailsa Chapman
LENT REFLECTION and PRAYER BOOKLET
There will be some reflections on the nature of suffering and healing.  Also there is a small prayer booklet available to aid us in our prayers, price £1.00.
HOLY WEEK and EASTER SERVICES
PALM SUNDAY - 1st April
Usual Sunday services including reading of the Passion narrative.

MAUNDY THURSDAY - 5th April
10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion

8.00 p.m.  Holy Communion and Washing of Feet
9.15 p.m.-12 midnight  Three Hour Devotion at the Altar of Repose,

concludes with Compline at 12.00 midnight

GOOD FRIDAY - 6th April
10.00 a.m.  Family Service - Stations of the Cross through the Churchyard

followed by Hot Cross buns, tea, coffee and soft drinks

12.00-1.00 p.m.  Liturgy of the Cross

1.00-3.00 p.m.  Reflections on the Cross

7.30 p.m.  St. Giles Choir - Music to be confirmed.
HOLY SATURDAY - 7th April
Decorating the Church in preparation for Easter Day.

EASTER DAY - 8th April
6.00 a.m.  Dawn Eucharist followed by breakfast

8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion - 1662

9.45 a.m.  Holy Communion - Order 1

followed by Easter Egg Hunt

11.30 a.m.  Holy Communion - 1662

6.30 p.m.  Choral Evensong followed by refreshments
